
March 11, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on March 11 , 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the February 25, 2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: Councilmember Johnny Cooney reported that the library received used shelving and carts from the Belgrade Library.  Head Librarian, Tina Peterson would like to thank Charlie Church for transporting these items from Belgrade.  Johnny also asked if Durrell Martin had been contacted and checked the back of the library.  Councilmember TJ Tupker said he talked to Durrell a couple of times about the issue, he will contact Durrell again. Johnny also asked about HB355 money.  Clerk Anita Leach is waiting for contracts from the state for these projects.   She said once we receive the contracts and get them back to the state, the money should start coming in.  

Tree Board: Public Works Director Bob Schuchard reported the tree board will be planting trees April 22nd.    

OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Mayor Otten stated he would like to give Clerk Anita Leach a wage increase to $22 per hour and set Deputy Clerk Cindy Freeman’s wages at $18 per hour.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette moved to set wages at these amounts.  Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
2. Mayor Otten stated Chip Horne is working towards and should have his chemical license this month.  He also stated Chip has saved us a lot by doing a lot of the mechanical work for the city.  Mayor Otten would like to increase Chip’s wages by a dollar.   Chip’s wage rate is currently $25.68.  Councilmember Brouillette moved to increase Chip Horne’s wages by $1.00 per hour contingent upon Chip passing the chemical test.  Councilmember Cooney seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
3. The Harlowton Music Project submitted a request to close Central Avenue from Division to 1st Street SE, August 9th from 6:30am to 11:59pm.  They also included a copy of their certificate of liability insurance.  Councilmember Charley Bennett moved to grant the Harlo Music Project closure.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
4. Mayor Otten presented information from Recycle Montana.  They partner with an e-waste company in Billings and will come up and do e-recycling and paper recycling.  Discussion ensued on a date for them to come up.  Councilmember Tupker mentioned having the recycling the same day as reduced dump days.  Susan Beley stated we shouldn’t hold fast to a date, if they can’t come that day, come when they can.   Councilmember Johnny Cooney stated he saw Dave from Four Corners Recycling and Dave told him about the grant and not many apply for the grant.  Councilmember Cooney moved to have Mayor Otten and Clerk Anita Leach work on setting up a recycling day with Recycle Montana.  Councilmember Runner seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
5. Mayor Otten wants input on celebrating Harlowton’s 125th birthday.  He talked to the Chamber, and they will pay for half the banners.  They are also having the 125th birthday as the theme for the July parades.  Susan Beley stated she thought the banners for the 100th birthday were under the grandstand.  We will check on that and see if they can be repurposed for this celebration.  She said they were made by Montana Rugged Wear’s predecessor.  Discussion ensued, and a committee was formed to work on the celebration.  Councilmembers Kathleen Schreiber and TJ Tupker will be on it, as well as Susan Beley and they will ask Julie Berg if she would like to be on it.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT: Public Works Director Bob Schuchard said the new zero-turn mower is in, he will pick it up when they get all the blades, oil, etc. in so they have everything they need for the summer.  He also ordered UV bulbs.  He budgeted $30,000 for them and came in under budget.  Bob is looking for a good used front-end loader.  The one the City has now is 46 years old.  He talked with Duane Otto and got good information on which brands to stay away from and which to go with.  The Public Works crew started sweeping streets today.  Bob and Jeff Perry are going to Water School in Great Falls Wednesday through Sunday.  This school renews their accreditation for water and sewer licenses.  When they get back to work on Monday, they will start patching streets.  

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER: Clerk Anita Leach stated Jodi Rodgers finished the Annual Report and that was submitted.  She also said they are finishing up checking account statements and getting caught up.  

MAYORS REPORT: Mayor Otten said he didn’t have anything to add as he did his report in new business.

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: City Attorney Brent Brooks is waiting for Civic Plus to get back to him.  He also said Judge Crow sentenced an individual to community service after talking to Bob and Anita.  The community service will start the 1st Friday in April.  

REPOSRT OF WCSO:  No Report

REPORT OF EMERGENCY MGMT, CODY NELSON:  No Report

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA:  Susan Beley said Judge Crow had a young man from Billings before her court.  He had stopped for donuts and went over and in the fence around the engine.  She said it would be a good idea to have the gate locked.  Public Works Director Schuchard said it was locked and must not have gotten locked again after Christmas decorations were taken down.  He will check on the lock.  
Public Works director Schuchard talked about the camera quote for the park.  It came in at $11,100 from DIS.  Clerk Leach talked to Tim Moline at Lewistown.  He will give us a quote next time he is in town.  Councilmember Cooney said he knew of a rancher that installed cameras from Triangle Telephone.  Clerk will call and have them give us a quote also.  
Councilmember Brouillette would like to get the Ordinance Committee up and going again.  Brent will try and get Civic Plus to work on the decay ordinance right away.  Mayor Otten asked Councilmember Runner if he would like to be on the ordinance committee, he will be on it.  Mayor Otten asked for another volunteer to be on it.  Both Councilmember Tupker and Bennett offered to be on it.  Mayor Otten appointed Councilmember Tupker.

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

CLAIMS:
Councilmember Brouillette made a motion to pass the claims.  Councilmember Schreiber seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM

Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett (via Zoom), Johnny Cooney, Frank Brouillette, Kathleen Schreiber, TJ Tupker(via Zoom)
Council Members Absent: None
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present: Susan Beley, Dane Elwood, Lindsey Sramek, John Billadeau, Ray Luther




________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

