
January 13, 2026
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on December 16, 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the November 18, 2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library:  Councilmember Jack Runner reminded the council they had a stats sheet in their packets that is the yearly report for the library.  Some of the comparisons from 2025 to 2024 are, the library has 17,629 items in stock in 2025 compared to 17,518 for 2024 and there were 14,346 people in the library in 2025 compared to 12,583 for 2024.  16,690 books were checked out for 2025.  And there is a book sale currently being held, selling duplicates, books that have been donated and can’t be added to the shelves, etc.  The library is working on new codes for people for checking out items.  The state requires a fifteen-digit code and Harlowton currently has a five-digit code.  They are trying to come up with a fix so as to not lose anyone’s history.  The library also needs to have an emergency response plan to maintain standards for accreditation.   The ADA door is in and it works wonderful.  
Tree Board: Nothing new to report

Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett reported that we are looking at putting a unisex bathroom in the storage garage being built next to the pool building, if we can get a grant for that.  That will keep people from the pickle ball courts from going in to the shower rooms in the pool house.   Jimbo Fisk will give us a bid for the installation.  

OLD BUSINESS:  
West End Lots: City Attorney Brent Brooks had a conversation with Sandra Lode Whitney.  He told her he sent the document she had signed and notarized to Mark Josephson at Sweetgrass Title and he has sent it on to the underwriters.  We are waiting to hear back from the underwriters as to whether they will accept the document for rescinding the park designation.  
Fairgrounds Water Hydrants: Mayor Otten reported that the County Commissioners wanted to look at the hydrants in the fairgrounds area and determine if any are not needed.  Public Works Director Bob Schuchard was asked if the water was still on at the fairgrounds.  He reported that it had been shut off the beginning of December.  We are waiting to hear back from the Commissioners.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Council to Give Paul Otten Permission to stay on Water Board:  Mayor Otten asked the Council for permission to stay on the Central Montana Water board as the city representative.  There was discussion whether the current Mayor should be on the board.  Water Board President and Councilmember Jim Kalitowski stated he feels that both Paul and Jack can be on the board.  Councilmember Jack Runner moved to let Paul stay on the water board.  Councilmember John Billadeau seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
Swear In Newly Elected Officials: Mayor Otten gave the Oath of Office to Mayor-elect Jack Runner.  He then gave the Oath of Office to newly-elected Councilmembers Susan Beley, Frank Brouillette, Vicki Paddock, and Kyle Lawson.  Their oaths will be filed with the Clerk and Recorder.  

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT:  Public Works Director Bob Schuchard reported the loaner grader is here.  They are doing test holes for the next phase of the water project in 2027.  

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER:  Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach reported that the state is implementing some reporting that the city must do to maintain their state funding.  This has come about because of audit findings dating back to 2020.  MT League of Cities and Towns is working with us and the state to fix these issues and get us back in compliance with the state.  
There is an online Municipal Government class that will start in January for 6 weeks that the newly elected officials are encouraged to take.  Jack Runner reiterated the value of this class.  Anita will email this information to the Council as soon as the new class schedule comes out.  

MAYORS REPORT:  Mayor Paul Otten’s last report.  He wanted to thank everyone that is on currently on the council and has been on the council.  He appreciates all the support over the years.  

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: City Attorney Brent Brooks attended the Local Government Gala in Helena.  He commented that the training is very good that is offered.    He has a couple of cases currently. Brent also thanked Mayor Otten for his service.  

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA:  Councilmember Bennett wants to make sure the community knows that pickleball court and all of the improvements done at the pool have been done with grant money.  No taxpayer funds have been used for any of these projects.  

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: Appoint a new library board member from the council, organize the ordinance committee

CLAIMS:
Councilmember Frank Brouillette made a motion to approve claims 22346-22498.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:27pm


Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Frank Brouillette, TJ Tupker, Jim Kalitowski, John Billadeau
Council Members Absent: None
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present: Susan Beley, Lindsey Sramek, Charlotte Runner, Vicki Paddock, Kyle Lawson, Ty Paddock, Dane Elwood, Alex Thompson, Lon Runner, Elinor Runner




________________________________		_________________________________
Jack Runner, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

