
December 16, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on November 18, 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the October 28, 2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: Councilmember Jack Runner reported the library is working on strategic planning.  They are working on various projects.  The new ADA door should be in mid-December.

Tree Board: Nothing to report
 
Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett reported they are waiting for one bolt for the last latch on the pickleball fence.  Todd Schock got the last section finished.  Work is all done until spring. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. West End Lots: In the absence of City Attorney Brent Brooks, Mayor Otten reported there is nothing new.  Brent is still working on this.
2. Update from Mayor Otten on Sheriff’s Office on campers, trailers, etc.: Mayor Otten reported he took a copy of the ordinance to the Sheriff’s office and there has been a number of campers and trailers removed from the city streets.
3. Water Hydrants at Fairgrounds: Mayor Otten has nothing new to report from the County Commissioners on the fairgrounds/arena water hydrants.  Mayor Otten asked Public Works Director Bob Schuchard when the water would be shut off in the park.  Bob said December 1st is the shut off date.  Mayor Otten will contact the commissioners and find out if they’ve made a decision.  
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Councilmember Charley Bennett request to be remote for meetings from November 2025 through April 2026: Councilmember Bennett submitted a letter requesting permission to be remote for meetings from November 2025 through April 2026.  He will be available via phone or Zoom.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette moved to allow Councilmember Bennett to be remote.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion.  Motion was unanimous with I abstaining.
2. Swear In Councilmember Charley Bennett: Mayor Otten administered the oath of office to Councilmember Charley Bennett.
3. Resolution 2025-08 Harlowton MCEP Grant Application for Water Project:  Mayor Otten explained this resolution is necessary to allow Great West to apply for Montana Coal Endowment Grants for the 2027 water project.  It is the same grant the City has applied for in the past.  Councilmember Brouillette moved to approve Resolution 2025-08.  Councilmember Bennett seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Resolution 2025-09 Pricing for Public Records Requests:  Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach explained the Montana State Legislature changed the amount that can be charged for public records requests.  The state now has the first hour free and up to $25.00 per hour after the first hour.  Harlowton’s former charges were $15.00 per hour.  Councilmember Brouillette moved to approve Resolution 2025-09.  Councilmember Runner seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
5. Utility Share Application: Mayor Otten asked for a motion to approve all Utility Share Applications.  Councilmember Brouillette moved to approve all applications.  Councilmember Runner seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT: Public Works Director Bob Schuchard reported they’ve been working on Christmas lights.  They had a sewer line emergency on lower Central Avenue.  It is an old Clay main and had three breaks in it.  They repaired it enough to get through til the wastewater project next summer.  They did the annual cleaning with True Pipe.  Found the house that was suspect for flushing wipes is not the one.  It is three houses on the lower end of the line.  The sewer main up at the Hospital was also plugged.  When it was cleaned out, it was found to be full of blue cloth wash clothes.  Bob did talk to the hospital about this issue.  Bob also told the Council they will need to start thinking about raising rates for sewer to help pay for all the cleanouts for plugged sewer mains.   

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER: Clerk Treasurer Anita Leach said the new computer system is in.  They are working on getting all the bugs worked out.  They are also working on getting the office decorated for Harlo for the Holidays.  

MAYORS REPORT:  Mayor Otten talked about the meeting with Civic Plus.  They have done a lot of work to clean up the old ordinances.  There will be a walk through of the Roundhouse at 11 on Friday.  They have all the abatement finished and the roof all finished.   

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: No Report.

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: Tye Miller asked about the sewer rate raise.  Bob explained that it would be up to the Mayor and Council to determine if a raise is necessary.  

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: West End Lots, Hydrants at Fairgrounds, Council to okay Paul to stay on the water board, Swear in Mayor and Council.

CLAIMS:
Councilmember Frank Brouillette made a motion to approve claims 22315-22345.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:22pm




Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Frank Brouillette, Jim Kalitowski, John Billadeau
Council Members Absent: TJ Tupker
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard
Public Present: Lindsey Sramek, Vicki Paddock, Tye Miller, Dane Elwood




________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

