
November 18, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on October 28, 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the October 14, 2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: Councilmember Jack Runner reported that the Library Board is working on policies and procedures.  He wanted to remind everyone that the board meetings are open to the public; everyone is welcome to attend.  Mayor Otten asked if Tina had ordered the new ADA door.  Councilmember Runner wasn’t sure if she had.  Clerk Anita Leach stated Tina had talked to the company and was waiting for the bookkeeper to get back to send an invoice for partial payment.
 
Tree Board: Nothing new to report

Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett said the pool house is shut down.  The pickleball court fence is 18 inches short.  Todd Schock will pick more fencing up in Billings and finish it.  Ron Fischer has ordered the lights for the court also.  

OLD BUSINESS: 
West End Lots: City Attorney Brent Brooks reported that he had received an email from Mark Josephson of Sweetgrass Title.  His recommendation was to contact all the descendants of the Tuckers to see they would all agree to lifting the deed restrictions, then send that information to the insurance company to see if it will satisfy the insurance underwriters.  Brent said he has a call in to Sandra Whitney.  This information item will be on the next council meeting agenda.  
Moving Campers, Trailers, Box Trailers off City Streets for snow removal: Mayor Otten will take a copy of the ordinance, 2024-01, requiring campers, trailers, box trailers, etc. off city streets for snow removal and request that they do some notifications on these vehicles still on the streets.  Residents have had a month to get them off the streets.  Mayor Otten will report back at the next Council meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Chris Hayes report on Next Phase of Wastewater Project: Chris Hayes from RPA is here to report on the next phase of the wastewater project.  He said the majority of this phase will be replacing 1800 feet of undersized line and putting in the required 8-inch pipe, putting in cleanouts on dead-end lines, and moving manholes that are on private property to city property.    Chris is working on designing the phase now, so that it can be put out for bid this year and ready to start in June of 2026.  He will work on finding funding for this phase of the project as well.    Chris also shared a map of the project for 2026.  

Dates for November and December Council Meetings: Mayor Otten stated with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming up, and Veteran’s Day the same day as our November Council Meeting, He would like to move the November Council meeting to the 18th and have only one for November.  He also would like to change the December meeting to the 16th and have just one for December.  Councilmember Charley Bennett moved to change the dates of the November and December meetings to November 18th and December 16th.  Councilmember John Billadeau seconded them motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT: Public Works Director Bob Schuchard said there hasn’t been any word on the grader.  Mayor Otten is going to stop at Cat on Monday and see if he can get some information.  They have been doing a lot of locates for the water and sewer projects.  All the gravel has been delivered.   Bob also said he met with Tucker for a warranty walk through and rejected their gravel.  There isn’t enough rock in it.  They will replace it this spring.      

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER: Clerk Anita Leach reported she had attended the Montana League of Cities and Towns conference.  There was a lot of good information at the sessions.  There will be a workshop for newly elected officials this spring.  Anita said she will keep the Council informed as to the date and time when that information becomes available.  There is also a zoom meeting with Civic Plus on the ordinances on November 5th and anyone that would like to sit in on it is welcome to do so.  

MAYORS REPORT: Mayor Paul Otten reported he had received a letter from the state asking if the City was satisfied with the speed limit changes on 191 and 12 around the new hospital build.  There haven’t been any complaints, but he was surprised at the number of tickets issued in those areas.  He also reported that the Chamber is very excited about the spring festival at the roundhouse, and is willing to help out with the planning.  Hopefully we can get a day when it doesn’t rain to celebrate.  Mayor Otten also thanked Councilmember Frank Brouillette for helping with the mudding and sanding on the walls in City Hall.  

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: City Attorney Brent Brooks reported that Civic Plus will be a three-hour zoom meeting, and he predicts there will be a lot of work still to do after this meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: Dane Elwood voiced concern about the lack of communication from Cat on the new grader.  He wondered if the City had considered cancelling the order since this is a large amount of taxpayer’s money.   

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: West End Lots, Charley Bennett request to be remote Nov 2025-Apr 2026, Mayor Otten report from Sheriff’s Office on Camper Ordinance.









CLAIMS:
Councilmember Frank Brouillette made a motion to approve claims 22287-22312.  Councilmember TJ Tupker seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm. 


Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Frank Brouillette, TJ Tupker, John Billadeau
Council Members Absent: Jim Kalitowski
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present: Lindsey Sramek, Dane Elwood, Vicki Paddock, Chris Hayes




________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

