
October 28, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on October 14, 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the September 23, 2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: Report in old business

Tree Board: Report in new business

Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett reported that all the concrete has been poured for the pickleball court, 82 yards.  He said if the project hadn’t been paused this summer it would be done and being used.  Charley also said the pause caused the project to be more expensive.  The court will be painted this spring.  

OLD BUSINESS: 
Library ADA Door & other repairs: Councilmember Jack Runner reported that the that while we are waiting on the house bill money to come in, they would like to finish the last two projects, flooring and stairs, as well as the ADA door which drags and doesn’t always open, and the glass block window on the south side and the window on the east side.  There were two companies contacted to get bids on the ADA door, only one company gave the library a bid of $5990.  The frame doesn’t need to be replaced, just the door.  Central Lumber quoted prices of windows with safety glass, South window of $766 and East window of $1654, these quotes do not include labor.  Jack said the Library board would like to use the money from the 4021 to repair the windows, ADA door, stairs and flooring.  Councilmember Charley Bennett moved to allow the library to go ahead with the repairs.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
West End Lots: City Attorney Brent Brooks said he has a call in to Sweetgrass Title and MT League of Cities and Towns to verify the next steps for removing the park designation.  He is hoping to have an answer at the next meeting.  
Camping Fees: Mayor Otten read the examples of camping fees found for campgrounds similar to Chief Joseph Park.  He recommended that the Council accept Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach’s recommendations on pricing for camping fees.  Councilmember John Billadeau moved to set camping fees at $23 with electricity, $17 without electricity, and $14 for tents.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  



NEW BUSINESS:
Approval of Tiny House on 103 E Ave NW: Property Manager Robin Allen presented the plan to place a tiny house on the 2nd lot on D&M Real Estate’s property at 103 E Ave. NW.   She explained their plan for the placement of the house, parking, she talked to Public Works Director Bob Schuchard about water and sewer and presented the plan to Page Dringman.  Because the tiny house is going on a separate lot from the house that is there, the Council was not required to give approval.  
Tree Inventory: Mandie Reed reported on the MUCFA tree inventory that was done the week of September 15th.  Mandie said the consultant was there all week and 6 to 7 volunteers.  The consultant got with Bob to talk about the dozen trees that needed removed immediately.  The inventory will be updated online and maintained periodically to keep it up to date.   Mandie also reported that MUCFA will train volunteers on tree trimming this spring.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT:   Public Works Director Bob Schuchard reported that they have been trimming trees, getting ready for snow removal, and planning for the next water and wastewater projects.  They have 28 locates for the 2 projects this week.  There are no updates on the road grader.  It should be here mid-November.    

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER: Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach is attending the Montana League of Cities and Towns Conference in Billings this week. 

MAYORS REPORT: Mayor Otten asked if anyone noticed the new paint on the walls of City Hall.  

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: City Attorney Brent Brooks reported on the upcoming Zoom meeting with Civic Plus on November 5th.  There will be a public defender appointed out of the Lewistown office to fill the vacancy left from the public defender taking the job as County Attorney in Musselshell County.  

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: Dane Elwood commented on a recent trip to the dump, making an appointment to get it out there and the cost of dumping his trailer.  He asked that the City Council consider investing in the dump, having it open more days during the week, and subsidizing the dump to make it more affordable for residents to use.

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: West End Lots, Moving Campers

CLAIMS:
Councilmember Frank Brouillette made a motion to approve claims, 22155, 22220, 22222-22286.  Councilmember TJ Tupker seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:02pm



Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Frank Brouillette, TJ Tupker, Jim Kalitowski, John Billadeau
Council Members Absent: None
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present: Mandie Reed, Susan Beley, Lindsey Sramek, Marilyn Fake, Dane Elwood, Vicki Paddock, Robin Allen, Alex Thompson, Jack Thompson, Julie Berg




________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

