
September 23, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on September 23, 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The minutes of the September 9, 2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: Councilmember Jack Runner reported that the Library is working on policy manual changes.  He also talked about the East and South windows both needing replaced, especially the glass block window.  The ADA door also needs replaced.  It has been adjusted numerous times and there is no more adjustment in it.  Jack would like this to be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

Tree Board: Public Works Director Bob Schuchard said the Tree Board has not had a meeting, but they did do the tree inventory last week.  Mandie will get on the agenda to give an update on that.  

Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett reported that the pool is almost shut down for the winter.  He is waiting for a tarp to wrap the solar blanket, and he will get Mike Stensaas there to winterize the pool house.  They are waiting on the Hutterites to finish their fall work and then the concrete will get poured for the pickleball court.  All the paint is here, but they won’t do any painting until spring.  

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Camping Fees: Camping fees at Chief Joseph Park haven’t been changed since 2020.  Now that the water project is done in the park, a raise in camping fees is needed.  After some discussion it was decided to table this issue until more research can be done on camping prices in the area.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette moved to table this issue.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
2. Surplus Equipment Sale Bids: Sealed bids were opened for the surplus equipment sale.  Shawn Peters was high bid for the dump truck at $2755.  Todd Schock with Commercial Yard Service was high bid on the woodchipper at $1550 and high bid on the sewer jetter at $250.  David Holman was high bid on the grader with a bid of $400.  Councilmember John Billadeau moved to accept the bids on the surplus equipment.  Councilmember Bennett seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
3. Railroad Property Spring Celebration: Mayor Otten reported that he had talked to Tanya Garber with Snowy Mountain Development.  With the asbestos abatement done and the roof on the roundhouse scheduled to be finished in November, Snowy Mountain and the DEQ were thinking of having a celebration of progress this spring.  They were thinking of food trucks, and other fun things for the day.  Mayor Otten asked where the funds were going to come to pay for this and Tanya thought there would be money left in the grant for this.  Mayor Otten stated he was just letting the council know and to keep it in mind for this spring.  
4. Mayor Otten talked about the number of water lines down at the fairgrounds.  He said he and Bob will be going to the Commissioner’s Meeting October 6th to talk to them about charges for those lines.  There was discussion of people filling tanks at the stalls and fairgrounds and not paying for it and why it is happening.  Bob said there have been signs placed down there stating that all water needs to be paid for at City Hall.  Bob said the signs have been removed, moved, spray painted, etc.  Mayor Otten said he will report back after the Commissioners meeting.  
5. Rescind City Park Status on West End Block 5, lots 4 & 5 Tucker Edition: Mayor Otten reported that the two lots the City is selling on the west end were found to have a park designation when the title search was done.  City Attorney Brent Brooks stated he has messages into two real estate lawyers he works with and is waiting to hear back from them and will report on our next steps then.  Councilmember Jack Runner moved to table this issue until more information is received.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.    

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT: Public Works Director Bob Schuchard reported they are still drying sand and trimming trees.  He stated he is getting the run around on getting the loaner grader from CAT.  He is still working on that.  

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER:  Nothing new to report

MAYORS REPORT: Nothing new to report

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: City Attorney Brent Brooks stated he has a DUI case coming up in December.  He recommended the city make a resolution to change prices for camping in the park.  

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: None

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: West End Lots, ADA Library Door, Resolution for Camping Fees

CLAIMS:
Councilmember Frank Brouillette made a motion to pay claims, 22197-22217.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm

Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Frank Brouillette, TJ Tupker, John Billadeau
Council Members Absent: Jim Kalitowski
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present: Vicki Paddock, Dane Elwood, Lindsey Sramek, Julie Berg, Alex Thompson, Goud Margani


________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

