
Aug 26, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on Aug 12, 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the July 22, 2025 Council meeting were approved with the correction to include in the Pool report, Councilmember Jack Runner stated his concern was for funding for the future of the pickleball court and the pool. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: No report

Tree Board: No report

Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett reported the pool is on their final few weeks.  The pool staff is having a barbeque on Friday from noon to 2.  Pickleball court is under construction.   They are setting the retaining wall this week.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette asked if the school is using the pool.  Harlowton School, Judith Gap School, Cheer Squad, and the Cross Country Team are all using the pool after school starts.  Councilmember TJ Tupker asked if we generate any revenue from the schools using the pool.  Charley told them we pay for the pool, and the schools pay for the lifeguards.  City Attorney Brent Brooks will write up an MOU for school use.    Charley also gave kudos to Terry Baumgardner for getting the parking barrier off the grass and back where it belongs.  


OLD BUSINESS:  
Parisi Sewer Bill: Mayor Otten stated he has thought long and hard on this issue and our ordinance is clear, if your sewer backs up it is the property owner’s responsibility.  We were told the problem was in the main, the City did their due diligence and feels Mr. Parisi should pay the bill for True Pipe.  After much discussion, it was decided to have City Attorney Brent Brooks write up a form to have the homeowner/property owner sign that states that if the sewer plug is found to be in their main, there is the potential for the cost of checking the main sewer line to be the homeowner’s responsibility.  Brent will write this form for the next meeting for approval.  
Sale of West End Lots:    Mayor Otten stated he and Brent priced the lots at $15,000 each or $27,500 for both.  Page Dringman said we can put it in the sale that a house must be started on the lots in a certain amount of time.  Discussion ensued about the sale and how much time the Council wants to give a prospective buyer to start building.  Mayor Otten will talk to the realtor and get the lots listed.  
Butts Easement: City Attorney Brent Brooks said he is including a map from the Montana Cadastral because there is no actual legal description at the courthouse for the city’s railroad right away.  
NEW BUSINESS: None

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT:  Public Works Director Bob Schuchard stated the new manhole is in at the bottom of Central, but they found more of the sewer main damaged, they found the main was still full of flushable wipes. The road grader broke again.  There is no warranty on the engine.  Bob said they have rebuilt the hydraulics 3 times this year.  Bob contacted CAT and RDO and they are both looking for a grader for us.  COP will be here Thursday to install the waterline to the 4-H barn.  There is a water leak in the park, the crew will fix on Wednesday.    There have been a lot of complaints about the Mahurin property being out of compliance with the ordinance.  

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER:   Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach reported she is working on the audit with Carolyn.  The post office did not hang our agenda until Tuesday morning.  It was taken over early afternoon Friday.  The pool is doing their Fundraiser BBQ Friday.  Bill Clements is looking at some options for us to make it less echo-y in here.  

MAYORS REPORT: Mayor Otten reported that Kathleen Schreiber turned in her resignation effective August 31st.  If anyone knows of anyone in Ward 2 that is interested in serving have them come down.  

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: City Attorney Brent Brooks commented he has some new cases.  

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: None

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: WSS Meeting

CLAIMS:
Frank made a motion to approve paying claims 22102-22148.  Kathleen seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm

Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Frank Brouillette, Kathleen Schreiber, TJ Tupker
Council Members Absent: Johnny Cooney
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present: Lindsey Sramek, John Billedeau, Dane Elwood, Kayle Allen, WCSO Justine Breding, WCSO Tim McKenna




________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

