
July 8, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on, June 24,2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the June 10, 2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: Councilmember Johnny Cooney was absent, no report

Tree Board: Harlowton Tree Board received a $10,000 grant from MUCFA

Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett reported that Carl fixed the fan in the girls changing room.  Charley fixed a water leak.  Charley said the pool looks really nice, the girls are doing a good job.  


OLD BUSINESS: 
Water Bill for Depot Museum: Mayor Paul Otten asked if there was anyone in this last two weeks asking about free water for their non-profit.  There was discussion of water usage, changing their meter size.  There was a question if the golf course was going to want free water also.  The only place the golf course has city water is in the club house.  The Council wants to offer free water to the Golf Course as well as the Depot Museum.  The Golf Course will be on the next meeting agenda.  Mayor Otten asked for a motion to not charge the Depot Museum for their water since they are a city owned property.  Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber moved to forgive the Depot Museum their water bill.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette seconded the motion.  Kathleen Schreiber, Frank Brouillette, Jack Runner, and TJ Tupker all voted for the motion.  Charley Bennett abstained.  
Approval of Past and Present Improvements at the Pool: Mayor Otten read the list of past and present improvements at the pool.  The improvements already done are the picnic shelter, the sidewalk, and the landscaping and in progress are the pickleball court and the garage.  Discussion ensued about future costs.  Mayor Otten asked for a motion to approve the past and present improvements at the pool.  Councilmember Charley Bennett moved to approve the improvements.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
1st Reading of the Decay Ordinance: Mayor Otten asked if everyone has had a chance to read through the decay ordinance.  Councilmember Jack Runner had a question about the dangerous structure portion of the ordinance.  Discussion of this issue ensued.  Councilmember TJ Tupker asked if we should add a clause about an “Act of God”.  Discussion of this issue ensued.  Mayor Otten asked for a motion to accept the first reading the decay ordinance, 01-2025.  Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber moved to accept the 1st reading of ordinance 01-2025.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
Library Gutters: Discussion of the library gutter and downspout.  After much discussion, the council decided to get two new bids for using the existing gutter, putting the downspout on the north side, and replacing the fascia boards if they are rotten.  Mayor Otten will get contact Snare Construction and Red Fox Construction for new bids.     
NEW BUSINESS:
Library Director Wages: This matter needs to be tabled until the Library Board has a chance to meet first.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette moved to table, Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion.  Motion to table passed unanimously.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT: Public Works Director Bob Schuchard said the water project is finished with the main line on 2nd Street SE and Gordon Street.  They’ll move up to F Avenue.  When they do that shut down, we’ll lose water to Loco Creek, the Rest Area, Rays and the Corral Motel.  That shutdown will start at 10pm until 8am.  They are getting close to being done.  They need to do the street above the swimming pool and then the rest will be road maintenance and street paving.  Wharton Asphalt is doing the water project paving.  They will also give us a bid on the football field hill.  The next thing Bob had to discuss was flushable wipes.  Bob said we are putting a bunch of money in this.  And it’s hurting employee moral.  No one can leave town, because it takes three people to run the jetter.  And now it’s starting to burden the public.  Now they are having to go into people’s homes to get past the plug.  Bob said they had to get Fisk into a home last night.  They had to break the plumbing apart to clean out that line and drag the plug into the home so the city could get their jetter in the line.  Bob said they’ve eliminated two more houses, so we are down to three homes.  There was discussion of any recourse that the City can take.  

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER: Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach reported that she had gone to the Municipal Summit in Great Falls two weeks ago.  MMIA, MLCT, and MSU Government Extension were all there.  MLCT went over all the legislation that affects the municipalities, specifically the Property Tax Bill which won’t affect Harlowton as much because of the value of the houses in town.  MMIA is evaluating their Worker’s Compensation arm of their company.  State Fund has undercut their prices and MMIA has lost 13 of the larger towns in Montana which affects MMIA’s pool of funds.   State Fund is offering Worker’s Comp at less then cost.  MMIA will make a decision in August.  Dan Clark spoke on City Government roles and responsibilities.  Anita let the council know there is another summit in Red Lodge on July 10th if any want to attend.    We are working on the budget, getting everyone’s wishlist in.  

MAYORS REPORT: Mayor Otten read the letter from Wheatland County Clerk and Recorder cancelling the primary election.  The general election will be held November 4, 2025.

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: City Attorney Brent Brooks is working on the easement for Wayne Butts.  He wants to know what parameters of use to put in the easement. Vickie Paddock asked where the easement was going to be.  She wanted to know if she would need to move her fence.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette explained where the easement would be.     

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: Vickie Paddock stated she worked at the hospital and they used a wire filter to keep things from going down the sewer that shouldn’t.  She asked we could ask the residents to use those.  Councilmember Charley Bennett said he had talked to Randy Cameron about the cameras at the pool.  Randy was going to talk to the County Commissioners about paying part of the internet to keep the cameras on all winter.   

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: Grant for free dump, Water Bill for the Golf Course, Gutter for the Library, Library Director Wages, Vote to cancel primary election.

CLAIMS:
Councilmember Jack Runner made a motion to pass the claims.  Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Frank Brouillette, Kathleen Schreiber, TJ Tupker
Council Members Absent: Johnny Cooney
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present:  Julie Berg, Terry Freeser, Tyrel Miller, Vicki Paddock




________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

