
June 24, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on June 10, 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the May 27, 2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Library:   Councilmember Johnny Cooney stated that he has an estimate that is a third of the price of the bid that is in the council packets for gutter.  Discussion ensued on gutters, kinds of gutters, sizes of gutters on other buildings, size of roofs, amount of water coming off the library roof, placement of the downspout, amount of water coming over the top of the gutter.  Copies were made of the estimate that Johnny brought into the meeting.  Decision was made to do more investigation before a decision was made.  

Tree Board:   Public Works Director Bob Schuchard stated there is nothing new to report.

Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett stated the sod and waterline are in and the pool is open.  Everything seems to be running smoothly. Swimming lessons are scheduled to start June 23rd.  The pool managers passed their Red Cross training and will be able to train our lifeguards in the future.    

OLD BUSINESS: 
125th Celebration: Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber said they had cupcakes and coffee at the bank.  Decent turnout.  Birthday singers showed up as well.  They still have buttons to sell. 
COLA Raises: Mayor Paul Otten stated in the last 2 years the City of Harlowton has done 5% raises across the board for the employees.  He asked for the Council’s permission to budget for those raises.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette made a motion to approve 5% raises.  Johnny Cooney seconded the motion.  Public comments were received.   Mayor Otten stated that the City would budget for the increases.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Mass Mailer for Disposable Wipes Issue: Mayor Otten stated the mass mailer postage would cost approximately $160.  Mailers will go out to everyone with a 59036-zip code.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette made a motion to approve sending out the mass mailer.  Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Decay Ordinance: Discussion of decay ordinance, discussion of a form for project vehicles, discussion of what a project could be.  Brent will get the finished copy of the ordinance to the City so the public can get copies of it.  




NEW BUSINESS:
Water Bill for Depot Museum: Public Works Director Bob Schuchard stated that we don’t charge for the pool, park, rodeo grounds, community gardens, firehall, or horse pens.  Bob asked for permission to get rid of the water bills for both museums.  Discussion took place, a motion was made by Councilmember Frank Brouillette to not bill the Depot Museum or the Upper Musselshell Museum for water.  Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Public comment was taken and there was much concern that other non-profits would want the same benefits.  More discussion, and Councilmember Frank Brouillette moved to withdraw and rescind the original motion to not bill the Depot and Upper Musselshell Museum for water.  Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette moved to table the water bill issue for the museums.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Approval for Pool Area Improvements: Mayor Otten stated that he would like a motion approving all pool area improvements now and in the near future.  There was discussion on whether the City actually owned the property where the pool is or not.  City Attorney Brent Brooks stated he uses the Treasurer’s tax roll as the official owner.  More discussion on the ownership of the pool.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette asked if this matter could be tabled until a list can be brought to the council of future improvements.  Councilmember Johnny Cooney would also like to see a list of future improvements.  Discussion ensued on the improvements.  Ron Fischer talked about the improvements that the Kiwanis have done and he explained the scope of the work of the pickleball court.  Councilmember Charley Bennett moved to table this until a list of all the improvements done down at the pool could be provided.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Library Gutters:  This issue was discussed during the Library Committee portion of the meeting earlier.  
Lift Station Service Agreement:  Public Works Director Bob Schuchard stated there are two pumps at the lift station.  Peak Water Service will come in twice a year and tune up the motors, adjust the impellers, service, run the amperage on the motors, etc.  Discussion ensued on the benefit of the service agreement.  Councilmember Johnny Cooney moved to enter in to the service agreement with Peak Water Service.  Councilmember Frank Brouillette seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT:  Public Works Director said COP just finished the park and will start on Gordon, then 2nd Street SE (the old highway), then F Avenue by the mill and E Avenue by the pool.  They are mowing all the city property.  Bob said we may have to look at getting more help for mowing.  It’s hard to tell the public to mow their grass, when we aren’t keeping up on ours.   He also said Chip has been busy spraying, but it doesn’t do any good when the property right next to the city’s doesn’t take care of their weeds.  


REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER:  Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach stated she talked to Susan Beley about taking some of our large past due utility bills to small claims court.  After going through them, it will be more beneficial to put a tax lien on the properties.   Anita said she is also going to a summit in Great Falls on Thursday.  There are more summits and any Council member that would, let Anita know and she will get the information to them.   We have not heard anything on the audit.  

MAYORS REPORT:   Mayor Otten didn’t have anything to report.  

REPORT OF ATTORNEY: City Attorney Brent Brooks said he is working on the easement between the City and Wayne Butts as well as the final draft of the decay ordinance.  

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: Alex Thompson said he is the new Head Start Director and wanted to know if he could put up signs for upcoming enrollment.  Susan Beley asked about the sticks and brush and the dump.  Anita told her she can come get a free pass for each paid in full water account.  Don and Kristi Lode asked if there was some way to keep the dust down when the trucks are taking dirt to the old rail yard.  Bob said he would talk to them.  Alex Thompson asked about the website.  Anita told him she is working on it.  

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

CLAIMS:
Councilmember Frank Brouillette made a motion to approve the claims #21945-21980.  Councilmember Kathleen Shreiber seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned 

Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Johnny Cooney, Frank Brouillette, Kathleen Schreiber, TJ Tupker
Council Members Absent: None
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present: Susan Beley, Lindsey Sramek, John Billadeau, Ron Fischer, Dane Elwood, Julie Berg, Terry Freeser, Tina Peterson, Keith Hill, Donna Hagberg, Alex Thompson, Don Lode, Kristi Lode, Rebecca Farrar, Cameron Farrar, Teeghan Baker, Jayson Medley




________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

