
June 10, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on May 27, 2025. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the May 13,2025 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: No report

Tree Board: Nothing new to report

Pool: Councilmember Charley Bennett reported the sod is in.  Kylie is working on getting the pool ready.  There is a lot of mud in the bottom.  And we need to find the kid that keeps throwing rocks in the pool.  Charley talked to Ron Fischer and they are going to put in 5 lights along the sidewalk.  Charley said they would like to keep dogs off the new sod until it has time to root.  They have a contractor for the dirt work for the pickleball court.  Gally’s is having a fundraiser for the pickleball court on Friday night.    

OLD BUSINESS: 
125th Celebration: Susan Beley reported that the banner is up on the front of City Hall.  It matches the one on the engine.  Buttons are selling.  All members of the committee have buttons, and Tina has them at the library also.  Cupcakes are ready to go at the bank on June 10th from 10am-2pm.  Susan has also lined up musicians to sing Happy Birthday at 12:30pm.  Montana Rugged Wear has made a flag; the committee is encouraging purchase of.  The committee has decided not to purchase light pole banners.  The flags at Montana Rugged Wear are $100.  Charley Bennett had a mockup of the label for the Harlowton 125th beer from Gallys.  It will go on their Harlo Honey Beer.  
City Court Clerk/Compliance Officer: Judge Sheila Crow said the County agreed with the 4 hours for the Compliance Officer.  But nothing will be decided until they get a new City Court Clerk, as the clerk might be interested in being the compliance officer.  

Updated Decay Ordinance: Councilmember Frank Brouillette said he approved of the exception or the option with the removal of section C.  Frank said he felt the option was a better explanation.  City Attorney Brent Brooks said he highlighted the changes made from the last council meeting.  He also included the Montana State Statute for junk vehicles.  Brent included wording about antique or special interest vehicles.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Asphalt Patching after water/sewer line repair:  Public Works Director Bob Schuchard said anytime a home owner has to tear up the street asphalt it is their responsibility to pay to have that replaced.  In past years we have waited until we have a water project and have a paving crew up here, they would do the additional work and we would pass that cost on to the home owner.  Bob is waiting to get some prices down to the square footage, and then we probably need to make it a budget item for next year, if it’s too expensive we go in with cold patch, but get a system in place that we can manage financially.  Mayor Paul Otten asked if we got behind last year, Bob said with the weather they didn’t want to take on the extra.  Bob said there is a lot of prep work for those small areas.  Susan Beley asked how many homes need the asphalt repaired, Bob said there are about 10, at $4000-$5000 per repair.  Frank asked if we have the money somewhere else we can do a budget amendment and get ahead of this issue.  Bob said he has been calling companies and so far only one has replied back and he can’t do anything until mid summer because he’s so busy.  Frank asked about the company doing the water project and Bob stated he couldn’t get them to answer the phone.  Frank asked if we had enough cold patch and can we put millings in, Bob said millings won’t work.  

COLA raises: Mayor Otten wants more information before we discuss COLA raises.  Frank moved to table this issue.  Councilmember Jack Runner seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  


PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT:  Bob gave a big shout out to the rodeo committee, they did an excellent job on clean up, keeping the horses out of the park and closed the road.  Paul mentioned how amazed he was at the number of trailers down there.  Bob said the water project is going fairly well.  Water and sewer mains we didn’t know about.  COP Construction is moving to the park tomorrow to have that portion of the water project done before the 4th of July.

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER: Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach reported that the is audit complete, she has not contacted us yet for an exit interview.  The auditor stated there will be a lot of findings.  There were a lot of transactions on the bank statements that were not entered into Black Mountain, especially dealing with the water and sewer projects last summer, draws and checks that were never entered.  There was also a large batch of refund checks that were written out of the general fund instead of the water, sewer, and solid waste funds.  Those will all have to have journal vouchers written to get them in the correct fund.  
The state of Montana changed election filing dates.  Filing opened on the 27th of May and will close on the 11th of June.  Anyone that filed before that is okay; they don’t have to refile.
Kevin Knudson came in with a budget request for the fire department.  Anita also emailed Municode, and everything has been sent to legal, and we should hear something in July.    

MAYORS REPORT: Mayor Paul Otten said on the 16th of May, we did get another $2 million for cleanup for the roundhouse area.  It comes from an EPA Brownsfield grant.  Jason Seyler wrote the grant for us.    

REPORT OF ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Brent Brooks will check with Civic Plus has everything they need.  Brent said he will need to touch base with Bob and Anita on a revocation case.  Brent is working on the easement with Wayne Butts.  Anita stated Megan from the Clerk and Recorders office called and has a copy of the Northwestern Energy Easement.  She will get a copy of that to Brent.       

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: Susan Beley wanted to thank Bob for picking up her trash since the water project was working there and the garbage truck couldn’t get to her house.  
Alex Thompson mentioned in reference to the flushable wipes discussion last meeting, he talked to the post office.  It costs about $200 to put a mailer in each box.  Not everyone is on Facebook.    He feels that it may be more effective.  Frank asked about the discussion to add something to the water bill.  Anita said we did, but there is not room to get enough information on there.  Frank would like to have this on the next agenda for discussion.  
Ty Paddock asked about the easement behind his house.  Bob explained it would be a 50 ft easement. Discussion ensued on the easement and where it would go.  The easement will be 50 feet wide and 600 feet long.  Ty asked why the city doesn’t trade property down in the bottom.  Bob said we are trading easement for easement.  Ty asked why that property has no access and why it isn’t a park or something.  Bob said it’s just the railroad bed.  Ty asked again about the easement and would there be an alley there.  Bob said no there would be no road, just utility access.    

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: COLA raises, mailer for disposable wipes issue, decay ordinance

CLAIMS:
Frank made a motion to approve claims 21935-21960.  Jack seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned 7:40pm

Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett, Frank Brouillette, Kathleen Schreiber
Council Members Absent: Johnny Cooney, TJ Tupker
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Anita Leach, Public Works Director Bob Schuchard, City Attorney Brent Brooks
Public Present: Susan Beley, Sheila Crow, Alex Thompson, Tina Peterson, Dane Elwood, John Billadeau, Lindsey Sramek, Ty Paddock, Becky Buelke




________________________________		_________________________________
Paul Otten, Mayor					Anita Leach, Clerk-Treasurer 

