
February 25, 2025
Harlowton City Hall
	
A regular meeting of the Harlowton City Council was held on February 11, 2024. The meeting opened at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes of the January 28, 2024 Council meeting were approved as written. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Library: Councilmember Johnny Cooney had nothing to report.  They will have a meeting next week.
Tree Board: The Tree Board has not met.
  

UPDATE ON PAST AGENDA TOPICS: 
Handicap Parking at Musselshell Steakhouse: Councilmember Frank Brouillette talked to Steve Carey, owner of Musselshell Steakhouse.  Mr. Carey understood there not being a handicap parking spot available on the street.  He was glad to hear about the area at the back of the building being big enough.  Mr. Carey wondered if there were grants available for building the handicap parking area.  Councilmember Brouillette explained there were none the Council knew about.  He was going to ask Public Works Director Bob Schuchard if he would be available to help the owners with any questions they have about building the spot.
Resolution 2025-01 Loading Zone at the Upper Musselshell Museum: Councilmember Brouillette talked to the Museum and they would like the signage to state Loading Zone 9am-5pm and would extend from the alley to one parking spot past their roll up door.  This would include weekends.  Councilmember Brouillette moved to table this resolution until it can be amended with the hours for the loading zone.  Councilmember Kathleen Schreiber seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.    
NEW BUSINESS:  
City Fire Department Budget:  Kevin Knudson said some time in the past 15 or so years, the budget for the City Fire Department has not been allocated.  The City cannot have an interlocal agreement, the Fire Departments need to be two separate entities.   The City right now pays wages, water at the Firehall, and insurance on two trucks.   The budget in the past was about $10,000.  Terry Baumgardner asked what happened to the funds in that account.  Mayor Paul Otten said there has not been a budget item for the Fire Department since he became Mayor.  Mr. Baumgardner stated there was money put away for Firemen’s retirement.  Councilmember Brouillette explained that any money not spent is put back in the general fund and the budget is reassessed.  Mayor Otten explained that when money is budgeted it has to be used during that fiscal year.  Mayor Otten said we will start working on the new budget about the first of May.  The Volunteer Fire Department is requesting that there be budget allocations for the fire department.  Discussion of how much and what it is needed for ensued.  The Volunteer Fire Department will come up with a budget amount for the next meeting.  Terry Baumgardner asked if money for fire hydrants was in the fire department budget or water budget.  Mayor Otten said that money is in the water budget.  Mr. Baumgardner stated there are quite a few hydrants that don’t work.  Council explained that new hydrants are installed during the phases of the water projects.  There was discussion of stockpiling hydrants, and Council explained that if money is budgeted for x number of hydrants, that many hydrants must be installed.  It was decided that this spring, Public Works and the Fire Department will go around and check the hydrants and figure out which ones aren’t working.  
Removal of Loading Zone in front of Ticket Printing: Councilmember Brouillette moved to remove the loading zone sign in front of Ticket Printing.  Councilmember Cooney seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Funding for Clerk Anita Leach to attend Municipal Institute in May: Clerk Anita Leach asked if funding was available for her to attend Municipal Institute in May.  Funding was not figured in the budget for this year.  Councilmember Jack Runner moved that no funding was budgeted so there is no money for attending Municipal Institute this year.  Councilmember TJ Tupker seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT: No report

REPORT OF THE CLERK-TREASURER:  Clerk Anita Leach stated Montana League of Cities and Towns consultants talked to Strom and moved the audit from March 3rd to May 19th.  They want more time to clean up past issues and Strom agreed to this.

MAYORS REPORT:  Mayor Otten complimented the Public Works crew on getting and keeping the streets cleaned up from all the snow.  Received a letter from Chris Hayes from PEC and Associates.  Mr. Lynn Grant is still having an issue with his sewer and the handling of the issue.  Mr. Grant asked that Mr. Hayes write a letter stating everything that happened.  City Attorney Brent Brooks received the letter also. He will respond back to Mr. Hayes.    

REPORT OF ATTORNEY:  Mr Brooks stated he has 3 or 4 criminal cases pending.  He has been in contact with Civic Plus.  They have been turned over to an attorney for legal review.  They are missing 5 and Mr. Brooks will work with Clerk Anita Leach on getting those to Civic Plus.  

REPOSRT OF WCSO: no report

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ABOVE REPORTS:  no comments

PUBLIC COMMENT OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: Dane Elwood commented that last meeting Council talked about the decay ordinance and putting it on hold for a couple months.  Mr. Elwood stated the Council has three options to proceed.  First, continue what you are doing which is illegal, second you can follow the ordinance as it is written, or third you can change the ordinance.  If you are going with the third option, you have do it quick as Council only has two months before it is back on the agenda.  

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
Resolution 2025-01 Loading Zone for Museum

CLAIMS:
Councilmember Cooney made a motion to pass the claims.  Councilmember Schreiber seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously

The meeting was adjourned at 

Council Members Present: Jack Runner, Charley Bennett (via phone), Johnny Cooney, Frank Brouillette, Kathleen Schreiber, TJ Tupker
Council Members Absent: None
City Office: Mayor Paul Otten, City Clerk-Treasurer Debbie Johnson, City Attorney Brent Brooks (via phone)
Public Present: Terry Baumgardner, Kevin Knudson, Julie Berg, Dane Elwood, Lindsey Sramek, John Billadeau,  
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